
 

THE FUTURE OF FILM — A FEST ONLINE CONFERENCE 

19th – 20th July - Future  

 

19th July 11AM (CEST) 

The future of theatrical and independent cinema. How will films connect with its 

audience? 

 

Systemic changes were already taking place in the film ecosystem before the pandemic, however 

they have been greatly accelerated. What is the future of film? what is its role in society? and how 

will we as a whole behave once restrictions have been lifted? Cinema theatres are expected to 

play a different role, but what exactly? And how will independent cinema connect with the 

audiences? 

 

With Martin Dale, Variety Reporter | Moderated by Paul Miller, Producer 

 

19th of July 3PM (CEST)  

How will Artificial Intelligence change the Film Industry especially Independent 

Film?  

 

This is not the future. AI systems give reports on a series of stages of filmmaking. AI systems are 

analysing Content, such as emotion analysis, whether the film will cater to a wide audience or 

niche audience, whether the action happens in the most important places. AI Systems are also 

choosing actors, marketing, and more notably predicting the commercial success of a film.  

However, will AI be a threat and eliminate the true creativity in filmmaking? How can we harness 

this tool for an improved filmmaking community?  

 

With Sami Arpa, founder and CEO of Largo; Tobias Queisser, co-founder and CEO of Cinelytic | 

Moderated by Jorge Pereira, Journalist 



20th of July 11AM (CEST) 

The Virtual Production revolution is coming  

 

It is predicted that five years from now most film productions will use one or more tools virtual 

production methods. 

Virtual production is still a mystery to the majority of the film industry. The ones ahead of the 

curve, will be the ones better prepared. Exploring its capacities and potential, and preparing the 

talent for what is coming will be pivotal in the next few years. The technology currently has a very 

high setup cost, however it is expected to become significantly more affordable in the coming 

year, and it usage is not only expected from major production, but also on independent films, 

giving it flexibility, and the potential of lowering the production costs, and at the same time 

opening new boundaries for creativity.  

 

With Jamie Mossahebi, Virtual Production Producer at EPIC GAMES; Johannes Wilke, Executive 

Producer at Glassbox Technologies; Alex Stolz film consultant | Moderated by Bjorn Stockleben, 

Media professor. 

 

 

20th of July 3PM (CEST)  

Blockchain, will it be a giant leap for the film industry?  

 

Blockchain technology has the potential to revolutionize the film industry from distribution to 

financing. Tangible tools like efficiency on rights management or recoupment of investments are 

already being implemented, others such as blockchain distribution are also giving it’s first steps, 

will the implementation be faster than expected due to the pandemic business model disruption?  

 

With Irina Albita, FILMCHAIN founder; Sam Klebanov, film producer & distributor for Maywin 

Media; Florian Gltaz, President of German Blockchain Association | Moderated by Jorge Pereira, 

Journalist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22nd – 23rd of July - Present  

 

22nd of July 11AM (CEST)  

The collapse of the distribution Windows  

 

Already seismic changes in the media landscape and resulting audience behaviour have been 

accelerated by the pandemic - so is it time to create a new blueprint for film distribution. How to 

reach audiences, maximize revenue and release films in a post-pandemic, post-streaming 

world? What will be the role of the distributor in this new environment?  

 

With Brian Newman, founder of SUB-GENRE; Nuno Fonseca, from the Portuguese Film Institute 

(ICA) | Moderated by Jorge Pereira, Journalist 

 

22nd of July 3PM (CEST)  

New Creative Europe Programme 2021-2027  

 

The new year comes with a brand-new Creative Europe programme, providing more support 

and funding than ever before to cultural and creative sectors, linguistic diversity, heritage, 

audiovisual, etc.  

With a dedicated budget of more than €2.4 billion, agents will need to navigate the guidelines 

and calls to better find the right opportunity for their projects. The session will be giving an 

overview of the program, and reveal the direction the program will take. 

 

With Susana Costa Pereira, Executive Coordinator at Creative Europe Desk Portugal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23rd of July 11AM (CEST)  

Scriptwriting - How Do You Know When you are finished?  

 

On this two-part session about knowing when to let go on a creative work. We will start with 

scriptwriting.  

Writing is rewriting… and rewriting and rewriting and rewriting. Revisions are a crucial part of 

the writing process, but sometimes it can be hard to know when to put down the pen.  

 

With Jon Croker, Paddington 2 screenwriter; Tim Corrie, from United Agents | Moderated by Paul 

Miller, Producer 

 

 

23rd of July 3PM (CEST)  

Editing- How Do You Know When you are finished?  

 

On this two-part session about knowing when to let go on a creative work. We will continue 

with Editing.  

Editing is reediting… and reediting and reediting. Changes are a crucial part of the editing 

process, but sometimes it can be hard to know when to stop. In this panel we’ll talk finishing 

films, trusting your gut, and finding your ‘Fade to Black’. 

 

With Mathie Darras, film & talent development; Melody London, film editor (“Down by 

Law”, “Mystery Train”) | Moderated by Paul Miller, Producer 


